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Abstract of J P 2003031469 (A) 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a pattern 
evaluation method that can specify the cause for 
distorting a pattern by eliminating the influence of 
edge roughness- SOLUTION: There are a process 
(S101) for acquiring the image of a pattern formed in 
a sample; a process ($102) for extracting the 
contour of the pattern according to the acquired 
image, and obtaining position coordinates at a 
plurality of edge points on the extracted contour; 
processes (S103, S104) for approximating the 
pattern to an ellipse by the least square method 
according to the obtained position coordinates at 
each edge point; and a process (S105) for 
calculating at lest one of center coordinates, the 
direction of an long axis, a long radius, a short 
radius, the ratio of the short radius to the short one, 
area, and peripheral length in the approximated 
ellipse. 
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